If Only Artifacts Could Talk
By Cindy Lee

Grissom Elementary

Tulsa Public Schools

Grade Level/Discipline
This lesson was designed for a fifth grade class

Pass Academic Student Skills in Reading/Language Arts for Fifth Grade
Standard I 4.1 – Literary Genres


The student will demonstrate knowledge of and appreciation for various forms of literature.


I 4.1 a. Recognize characteristics of literary genres and forms (historical fiction).


I 4.1 b.  Read and construct meaning from a variety of genres.


I 4.1 c.  Demonstrate an understanding of similarities and differences within and among literary works of various genres and cultures.


IV 2.3  Listen to, view, or read literature which tells of characters in America and other cultures.

Pass Academic Student Skills in Visual Arts
Standard 2 - Visual Art and Culture


The student will recognize the development of visual art from a historical and cultural perspective.

Standard 4 – Visual Art Appreciation


The student will demonstrate respect for their artwork and the work of others.
Introduction – Purpose/ Rationale
The genre, historical fiction, introduces students to history in a way that taps into their love of mystery and story-telling.  Artifacts should be seen as vital clues to the retelling of history.  The text meets the needs of the verbal/linguistics learners while the illustrations aid the visual learners.  Small discussion groups allow students to develop their interpersonal skills and build on each other’s observation skills and background knowledge.
Objectives -     
Knowledge:
1. Students will identify the characteristics of the genre - historical fiction.

2. Students will compare and contrast historical fiction to realistic fiction and nonfiction.

3. Students will identify the importance of artifacts as primary sources in history.  

Skills: 


1. Students will write a persuasive paper stating their genre opinion on A Single Shard.  
2. Students will write their own historical fiction “short story” centered around an Asian artifact provided by the teacher.

Time Allotment
(Approximately 1 week)
The time required for reading can be reduced if the teacher reads the book aloud. 
Resources Needed
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park; one copy per student or per study group
Pictures of and information about Asian artifacts from website

Procedure
1. Students will be shown a website to view the “Thousand Cranes Vase” from the Kansong Museum of Art in Seoul, Korea, and the teacher will read Linda Park’s author’s note concerning her primary source.  
2. Teacher will read A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park.  
3. Students will discuss in small groups the characteristics of the story as historical fiction versus realistic fiction.

4. Students will write a persuasive paragraph stating their opinion.

5. Teacher will introduce Asian artifacts from websites.

6. Students will choose an “artifact” to use as a primary source in telling their own historical fiction short story. 

Teacher/Student Resource List  
     
“Korean Pottery” http://koreafolkart.com

“Chinese Inventions” http://sln.fi.edu/tfi/info/current/inventions.html
          “Four Great Inventions of Ancient China”     http://www.wcsu.k12.vt.us/~newfane/4inventions

“Chinese Inventions” http://www.central.k12.ca.us/akers/inventions.html

“Chinese Invention” http://chineseculture.about.com/cs/chineseinvention

“Thousand Cranes Vase” http://www.lspark.com/books/singleshard/imgs/12craneslg.jpg

“Celadon Pottery” (www.britannica.com)


Park, Linda Sue.  A Single Shard. New York:  Clarion Books, 2001

Assessment
Student persuasive paragraphs

Student historical fiction short stories

Extension and Enrichment
Contrast and compare the apprentice of the Asian culture and Colonial times.

Research the images used on the “Thousand Cranes Vase” and discuss their significance. 
