JAPAN FACTS
-GEOGRAPHY-
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Japan is an island country forming an arc in the Pacific Ocean to the east of the Asian continent. The land comprises four large islands named (in decreasing order of size) Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku, together with many smaller islands. The Pacific Ocean lies to the east while the Sea of Japan and the East China Sea separate Japan from the Asian continent. 

In terms of latitude, Japan coincides approximately with the Mediterranean Sea and with the city of Los Angeles in North America. Japan's total land area is about 378,000 square kilometers. It is thus approximately the same size as Germany, Finland, Vietnam or Malaysia. It is only 1/25 the size of the United States and is smaller than the state of California. 

-RELIGION-

The history of religion in Japan is a long process of mutual influence between religious traditions. In contrast to Europe, where Christianity overwhelmed local pagan traditions, the indigenous religion Shinto has continued as a part of the lives of the people from the earliest days of an organized Japanese state up to modern times.

When Buddhism was introduced to Japan in the sixth century, Shinto and Buddhist beliefs began to interact. This is the defining characteristic of Japanese religion. The most striking example of this interaction is the theory of honji suijaku, in which Shinto kami were seen as the incarnations of Buddhist deities. 

Confucianism and Taoism are two other religious "imports" that have played important roles in Japanese society over a period of more than 1,000 years. Confucian precepts had a major influence on Japanese ethical and political philosophy in the formative period of the Japanese state (the sixth to nineth centuries), and again in the Edo period (1600–1868). Harder to trace than that of Confucianism, the influence of religious Taoism in Japan can be found in the use of the Chinese calendar and in popular beliefs such as those concerning fortune-telling and auspicious directions. [image: image2.jpg]



Urbanization has cut many Japanese off from their family ties to a specific Buddhist temple and Shinto shrine. Still, many people consider themselves both Shintoist and Buddhist. The Agency for Cultural Affairs statistics for 1996 show the combined membership of both religions as approximately 194,000,000, which is about 54 percent more than the total population of Japan. In the religious feelings of most Japanese, Shinto and Buddhism peacefully coexist rather than conflict. For the average person, however, religious affiliation does not translate into regular worship or attendance. Most people visit shrines and temples as part of annual events and special rituals marking life passages. Such annual events include shrine and temple festivals, the first shrine or temple visit of the New Year (hatsumode) and a visit to the family grave during the Bon Festival. Rituals commemorating the stages in an individual's life include the first shrine visit of a newborn baby (miyamairi), the Shichi-go-san Festival shrine visit of three- and five-year-old boys and three- and seven-year-old girls, a Shinto wedding ceremony, and a Buddhist funeral.

	


	 Religious Institutions in Japan
	Shinto
	Buddhism
	Christianity
	Others

	Shrines, temples, churches, missions, others
	89,321
	87,429
	9,164
	41,644

	Clergy (priests, ministers, etc)
	82,797
	236,087
	55,780
	275,273

	Members
	102,213,787
	91,583,843
	3,168,596
	10,792,548


	


(December 31, 1996)
The Rise and Diversity of Vacations
	 

	Popular Leisure Activities in Japan (1995)


	 

	Rank

Leisure activity

Participants 

1

Dining out

71.6 mil.

2

Domestic travel

62.7 mil.

3

Driving

61.2 mil.

4

Karaoke

56.9 mil.

5

Videos

43.4 mil.

6

Bars

43.4 mil.

7

Zoos, museums, etc.

43.4 mil.

8

Listening to music

41.7 mil.

9

Lotteries

40.6 mil.

10

Gardening

38.3 mil.

11

Bowling

37.3 mil.

12

Amusement parks

36.6 mil.

13

Enjoying the outdoors

36.4 mil.

14

TV games

32.0 mil.

15

Card games, etc.

31.6 mil.

16

Physical exercise (without equipment)

30.7 mil.

17

Movies

28.4 mil.

18

Water sports

28.2 mil.

19

Pachinko

27.4 mil.

20

Special events, exhibitions

27.1 mil.

Note: These are rankings of leisure activities as participated in, at least once during 1996.
Source: Leisure Development Center, White Paper on Leisure



	There are certain times in Japan when holidays appear one after another, such as Golden Week, from the end of April to the beginning of May. Other full-scale holidays are at the end of the year (New Year's) and the middle of August (Bon festival).

Vacations are concentrated during these 3 periods. As a result, 3 times a year, the throng of people on transportation facilities and roads returning home to visit parents and coming back again, unfailingly becomes an issue. Travel abroad during this period reaches a peak at international airports such as New Tokyo International Airport (Narita), which is invariably congested with people.

There are businesses adopting flexible holidays to avoid the crowd. Taking annual vacations has become an accepted company policy, even taking days off has now become easier. An amendment of the Labor Standard Law, carried out in April 1997, implemented a 40-hour week. Consequently, the era of a 5-day work week has finally gained ground.

There is a tendency for holidays to be dispersed, due in part to the travel savvy Japanese who wish to avoid the high priced holiday season.

According to the White Paper on Leisure by the Leisure Developmental Center, the leisure market in Japan reached 84 trillion yen (US $770 billion) in 1996. Of this amount, one third was collected through gambling proceeds such as pachinko and horse racing.

Based on the activities and polled opinions of those 15 years and older, the shorter the holiday, the more one indulges in pastimes like gambling. When the holiday is 2 to 3 days long, gambling decreases and activities such as driving, enjoying the outdoors, and outdoor sports increase. When the holiday stretches to 3 or more days, domestic and international travel show a sharp increase, as well as activities in the areas of self enrichment including family communication, reading, and studying.

Groups from the labor, tourist, and transportation sectors are trying to rally support for legislation of a 3-day holiday. Of the 14 national yearly holidays, there are 4 (Coming-of-Age Day, Marine Day, Respect-for-the-Aged Day, and Health-Sports Day) whose dates could be changed so that they fall on a Monday, resulting in a 3-day holiday.



http://web-jpn.org/factsheet/index.html
http://web-jpn.org/index.html
Also see http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/ja.html
